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in attendance, and escorted by one or more of Ms
scarlet-coated satellites. He may loiter about Ms
garden, or he may look on at a lawn-tennis party, or
he may go so far as to have a party for lawn-tennis
at Ms own house. But even at Simla the Member
of Council is not much given to hospitality. It was
said of a certain legislative member, who shall be
nameless (and it is now an old tale), that the smoke
was never seen to come out of his kitchen-cMmney
after his own frugal mid-day meal had been prepared.
There is, perhaps, sometMng to be said on behalf of
the Legislative Member, as he is usually an elderly
barrister of great but previously unappreciated ability,
who is sent out to India by some political friend to
make what money and reputation he can in the five
years for which his appointment lasts. There have
been brilliant exceptions to this rule within the last
half-century, but we need not dwell upon these details.
We regret to have to come to the conclusion, speaking
broadly, that the Member of Council, whether it be
at Simla or Calcutta, is too frequently a social failure,
and, as has been already imperfectly suggested, some-
times almost an official nonentity, or at the best a sort
of political paradox.

It might perhaps have been more correct, accord-
ing to the official table of precedence, to have given
priority of mention to the Governors and Lieutenant-
Governors of Provinces. But for the present we will
consider that the Governors of Madras and Bombay